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isting, it afforded an aid to the use of the proceeds of the pith-
Tic lands, willingly acknowledged then, and now liable for the
extinction of the debt incurred in “acquiring and maintaining
them.” ‘The unoccupied lands could not in the nature of things
be operated on by a tax—and taxes upon the agricultural in-
“torestin the settled states, were looked to with great caution and
limited as far as practicable, by the framers of the constitution.
Commerce and indirect taxation, in the shape of duties on im-
ports, were regarded as the important source of revenue, It
isin this clause of the constitution, that the subjects of general
revenue, for the current expenses of thie gencral government,
are to be found—ard by no construction, even the most liberal,
could the application of the proceeds of the sale of public
lands, to these geieral purposes, be predicated upon the terms
of this power. / 0
The power to tax, is certainly mot the power to raise funds -
by sale, nor the power to levy duties for the specific objects
contained in this clause, the power to apply funds, the procecds
of sales to these objects. The whole authority given to Con-
gress to raise revenue, is embraced in this clause, and in the
further right to borrow money on the credit of the United
States—neither of which, clothes themn with the power to apply
the proceeds of the public lands to the purpose for which eicher
{he tax ic laid, or the money borrowed. Men of cvery political
party admit, that no distinct right or claim of the states, was
conferred by implication upon the general government, and that
the powers not delegated by the constitution, to the United
_ States, nor prohibited by it to the states, were reserved to the
states respectively, or to the people.  The power, then, to ap-
ply the precceds of the public lands to ‘“defraying the expenses
of the general government,” not being delegated by this arti-
cle, no inferential power to that extent can be derived from it.
And the delegation to Congress, of express powers, to be
exercised in particular modes, for providing a fund for the ex-
penses of the general government, is an exclusion of the ex-
ercise of such power in any other modc than that prescribed
by the terms of the delegation. » -
We now cxamine the third section of the IV article of the
constitution, as the only portion of that instrument having any
veference to the disposition of public lands.  That section i3
in the fellowing terms: ¢*The Congress shali have power to
dispose of, and make all ncedful rules and regulations, respect-
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